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I am Mackenzie Coultoff, a student leader at the Take Action Institute, an 
institute that convenes students to advocate in their communities against all 
forms of prejudice and bigotry through the power of testimonies and lessons 
learned from the Holocaust.

It is vital that we prepare and inspire a new 
generation of leaders to stand up for a more 
equitable and safe society. 
 Local student leaders worked diligently to 
plan the inaugural Take Action Conference 
that took place in January 2022 to provide the 
next generation with the skills and resources 
needed to promote diversity, equity, and 
inclusion through year-round projects. This 
weekend-long conference had about 350 
youth attendees from 50 high schools and 

Last year, antisemitism recorded in 
the United States reached an all-
time high, with 2,100 incidents of 
harassment, vandalism, and even 
assault recorded (ADL). 

Just as disturbing — four in 10 Black 
and Asian adults reported increased 
racial tension since the pandemic 
began as reported by The Guardian.

Plus, 7,000 unspecified hate crimes 
were documented in 2020 according 
to the FBI.

colleges.  Attendees reported feeling inspired 
and learning from the keynotes speakers and 
the breakout sessions and were grateful for the 
network time with local community partners 
and their peers.  Attendees reported increases 
in hope and confidence that their actions can 
make change. They were moved by speakers 
like Eva Schloss, Holocaust survivor and Anne 
Frank’s step-sister, and inspired by facilitators 
like Representative Ana Eskamani as examples. 
 But it didn’t end there – participants in the 
conference and others who have joined 
the institute along the way have access to 
resources, mentors, and a supportive network 
as they seek to change their communities for 
the better. For example- we have been hosting 
educational action forums in current issues like 
Ukraine and the current state legislations on the 
table in Florida.
 Our work is for students by students and will 
change our communities for the better.
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Take Action Institute (TAI) is a mentoring, 
leadership, and research body providing 
resources and tools for the next generation. 
Through the power of testimonies and 
lessons from the Holocaust, the institute 
produces curriculum, conferences and 
training engaging high school and college 
students to develop and build necessary skills 
and attitudes to be confident changemakers.

Research shows that students 
engaged in activism reap educational 
benefits such as staying active in 
civic engagement, developing a 
greater sense of social responsibility, 
and a more positive self-identity. 
They experience higher critical 
thinking and a stronger commitment 
to their community at large.

Take Action
Institute 

The students in the Take Action Institute work in 
the following equity and justice networks where 
they work with their peers, community partners, 
mentors, and educators to support current 
community projects and to create their own.  
• Economic Inequity (Poverty, food 
 and housing insecurity)
• Education and Youth Empowerment
• Community health and wellness
• Environmental Sustainability
• Citizenship and Civic Engagement
• Bias and Bigotry Reduction 



There were dynamic keynotes and facilitators who 

have started national and global movements, 

and are experts in the areas of diversity, equity, 

and inclusion. For example, students heard from 

international, national, state and local leaders such 

as Prashan Divisser, Founder of the Global Unites 

youth empowerment movement; Joe Davis, Spoken Word Artist; and 

Anna Eskamani, FL State House representative. 

The conference was close with an interview with Eva Schloss, 

holocaust survivor, author and step-sister of Anne Frank. 

Students received tangible tools they can use to act effectively and 

consciously in their own communities. 

Additionally, students visited the community connections center 

where representatives from organizations aligned with the equity 

and justice networks shared their missions and services. Some of 

these included: QLatinX, City Year, the Hope Community Center, 

Teach for America, and Florida Rising.

Take Action
Conference 

In January 2022, TAI held the first annual Take Action Conference and  for local 
youth 15-25. The energy was palpable and the content was impactful. The two-day 
conference inspired students to learn skills, meet and learn from others, tell their story 
and engage in community activism. 

“I think the overall experience was 
the most valuable. I feel that I have 
grown as a person in this one day.”

The student leaders who 
organized the conference set a 
goal of 400 students. 

Numbers impacted 
by COVID
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Ethnic Diversity among the attendees 
allowed for significant diversity of 
thought and discussion.

Hispanic

African American

White

Other

Colleges and 
High Schools in 
Central Florida50

Student attendees came from over

BY THE NUMBERS

Kenote Speaker
Joe Davis



increase in students who “strongly agree” that 
they identify as change agents

of attendees felt the conference gave them 
hope that their actions can make a change

of attendees felt the conference increase their 
confidence in their ability to make change

of attendees felt that they understood the mission 
of the Holocaust Memorial Resource Center and its 
commitment to social justice programming beyond 
the Holocaust

of attendees felt that they developed an 
understanding of the value of testimony in 
supporting community activism work

increase in those who “strongly agree” that they 
are confident in their ability to make change

increase in those who “strongly agree” they can 
articulate what it means to be a change agent

TAKE ACTION CONFERENCE | POST ATTENDEE SURVEY

93%
92%
92%

92%

65%

50%

50%

119%

After the Take Action 
Institute Conference, 
participants were 
more likely to identify 
as change agents and 
better able to explain 
their definition of 
what it means to be a 
change agent.

of survey respondents indicated 
that they want to serve in a 
leadership capacity for the 
Take Action Institute

The Take Action Institute 
Conference gave students 
hope, inspiration, 
confidence, and skills that 
will help them become 
change agents.

“For me, the most impactful takeaway from the conference was 
learning how the use of your network can help you enact change in 
every way possible. The change starts with you, and grows with us.” 

Nearly



Dare 
to take 
action! 

Join us.
The registration fee gave the participants access to not 

just the conference, but an annual membership to the 

Take Action Institute which has ongoing programming, 

mentoring, and resources.  

In 2023 the conference will increase to host about 600 

students across Florida. The institute budget is funded 

by students paying an individual fee to participate of 

200$ and primarily by educational, corporate and 

individual donors like you! The total conference and 

ongoing take action budget is $400,000 thus making 

the true cost for  about $650 per student.

We ask you to take action too and consider supporting 

the Take Action Institute and the 2023 Take Action 

Conference. With your support, student leaders like me 

and many others can expand our impact and create a 

more inclusive society. 

For questions for us contact Lauren Nelson 

Development Director – Corporate Philanthropy

O: 407.628.0555, ext. 227

M: 407.617.9935

E: lnelson@holocaustedu.org



OUR MISSION

The mission of the Holocaust Memorial Resource & Education Center of 

Florida is to use the history and lessons of the Holocaust to build a just and 

caring community free of antisemitism and all forms of prejudice 

and bigotry.

Through our extensive outreach of educational and cultural programs 

and exhibits, we use the lessons of the Holocaust as a tool. We teach the 

principles of good citizenship to thousands of people of all ages, religions, 

races, sexual orientations, abilities and backgrounds each year.

The Holocaust Center is uniquely positioned to engage its mission with 

today’s youth. As we grow to a new, state of the art museum in the heart of 

downtown Orlando - newly named the Holocaust Museum for Hope and 

Humanity, the organization will be a rallying place. We will create leaders 

by focusing on the change each person can make in their community (and 

the world) by small but powerful changes they can make in themselves.

For more information visit  holocaustedu.org

takeactioninstitute.org


